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Worship Guitar Workshop  

1. ñLayeredò Playing 

2. CAGED System  

3. Numbering System  

4. Delay Tricks  

5. Sonic Space  

6. Lead Guitar Overview  

7. Improvisation Overview  

8. Q&A 

 



Overview of Guitar  

1. Scales  

2. Intervals  

3. Arpeggios  

4. Chords  

5. Rhythm  

6. Music Theory  

7. Technique  

8. Phrasing  

 



ñBoredom is a failure of creativityò 

 



Layered Playing  

Use high voiced power chords to ñlayerò 

 

Example:  

 



Layered Playing  

Because this chord has no 3 rd , it is technically a 
ñpower chordò. But I think of it as an ñambiguous 
chordò: 

 



Layered Playing  

Here are some other ñambiguousò chords: 

 





CAGED  

Only 5 basic chords (CAGED)  



CAGED  

DEA chords are the "Trinity" of CAGED  



Chord Voicing Formulas  

Every Chord has a 1, 3 & 5 in it.  

C D E F G A B 

1  2  3 4  5 6 7 



Chord Voicing Formulas  

Octave Principles  



Chord Voicing Formulas  

Knowing the voicings for CAGED will 
yield any chord you want if you know 

the formulas:  
 Chord Type  Formula  

    

Major  1-3-5  

Minor  1-b3 -5  

Sus2  1-2-5  

Sus4  1-4-5 

Augmented  1 3 #5  

Diminished  1 b3 b5  



Manipulating 3rds  

Chord 

Type  

Minor  Sus2  Sus4  Power  

Chords  

How to 

move the 

third:  

Half -step 

down  

Whole -step 

down  

Half -step 

up  

Remove  



Bar Chords  

Making Bar Chords  

1. Refinger  chord to free up index  
2. Use index to cover open notes  
3. Move chord up the fretboard  



CAGED System  

CAGED System  



CAGED System  

CAGED System  



CAGED System  

CAGED System  



CAGED System  

CAGED System  

Exceptions for Minors (DEA ñTrinityò shapes) 



CAGED System  

CAGED System  

Benefits of CAGED System: 

 

ÅGives multiple choices for any chord 

 

ÅEquips player to play other ranges of chord voicings 

when playing with a band 

 

ÅTeaches player how to use a CAPO 

 

ÅProvides a great visualization for other guitar 

concepts 



CAGED System  

CAGED System  

Tips for practicing the CAGED System: 

 

ÅCAGED Zones 

 

ÅRandomization 

 

ÅArpeggiation 



Numbering System  

Numbering System  

Triads (3 note chords) 

Scale Tones Chord Types Example 

I Major C Major 

ii Minor D Minor 

iii Minor C/E (E Minor) 

IV Major F Major 

V Major G Major 

vi Minor A Minor 

vii V/7 G/B 



Numbering System  

Enough 



Numbering System  

Advantages of the Numbering System  

ÅQuick and easy transposition 

ÅAllows you to ñseeò patterns in music 

ÅGives chords a purpose 

ÅHelps you see keys and chose scales for melody/leads 

ÅGives you a mental framework 



Less is moreé 

ñLess is moreò 

ÅPlay for the song! 

 

ÅPlay for the style of the song! 

 

ÅItôs even ok not to play for parts of a song! 

 

ÅDonôt try to throw in the ñkitchen sinkò if the 

song doesnôt call for it. 

 

ÅAnd yes, sometimes ñLess is just lesséò 



Delay  

Stupid Delay Tricks  

 



Delay  

Delay Settings  
 

·Dotted 8ths for ñU2 effectò 

ƁñCathedral Volume knob trickò 

·Tap tempo delays  

·Volume Swells  

·Dynamic Delay  
 

 



Chord Voicings  

Train Tracks  
In the key of E major  


